
Introduction. 
 
The Plants of South Australia website is designed to help you identify the Flora of South Australia using images. It has various filters 
to help reduce the number of species you need to look through. There are distribution maps for all species and IBRA (rarity) data for 
most native species. Also, some plant descriptions, how to collect and germinate data for some species of significance. 
 
Many of the images and the running of the website is provided by various volunteers, they are associated with the South Australia 
Seed Conservation Centre, Botanic Gardens Adelaide. 
 
All enquiries about the site or for funding support, please contact the SA Seed Conservation Centre. 

How to use the webpage. 

• How to search for a species 

• Search for a species using the Species tab 

• Search for a species using the Genus tab 

• Search for a species using the Family tab 

• Search for a species using the Common Name tab 

• Search for a species or list of species within  a region 

o Herbarium regions 

o IBRA regions 

o Specific regions 

• Search for a species using the Synonyms tab 

• Search for species with a certain conservation rating 

o For the state of South Australia 

o Within an IBRA region 

• Browse thumbnail images by Family, per image category (montage) 

• View information about a species 

• How to compare images side by side of a number of species within the same genus 

• Botanical art by Kath Alcock 



  

List all the GENERA 
alphabetically. 

List all the SPECIES 
alphabetically starting 
with the genus. List all the FAMILIES 

alphabetically. 

List all the COMMON 
NAMES alphabetically 
starting with the last 
word of the common 
name (e.g. Swamp Gum 
will be under Gum, 
Swamp) follow by their 
scientific name OR you 
can type the common 
name into a search bar. 

List all the SPECIES 
SYNONYMS 
alphabetically with their 
current name 
underneath OR you can 
type in the GENUS 
and/or SPECIES into a 
search bar. 

Search for plant species 
by HERBARIUM 
REGIONS, IBRA 
REGIONS or a SPECIFIC 
REGION identified as 
part of a funded project 
e.g. GREEN ADELAIDE 

Dedicated to The 
Botanical Art of Kath 
Alcock containing over 
13,000 of her paintings. 

FRONT PAGE 



Click a LETTER to scroll 
down to the genera 
beginning with that 
letter. 

SEARCH BY GENUS PAGE 

Click a GENUS to open a 
page with all the 
species in that genus. 

Use this icon next to 
each letter to return to 
the top of the screen. 



  

GENUS PAGE 
Allows you to compare 
images side by side of 
all or selected species 
with in that genus. 

Displays the common 
names below the 
scientific name. 

Controls the order of 
images in the 
slideshow. Either in 
species order, or by 
image category. 

Click a species name to 
view all the information 
and images for that 
species.  

Click on the map icon to 
popup a distribution 
map. The colour of the 
map reflects the best SA 
IBRA rating for that 
species. White means 
not assessed and a 
terrain map indicates 
weeds. 

  

Click on image category 
icon to begin the 
slideshow.  
  

 plant habit & habitat 

 flower 

 fruit 

 seed 

 seedling/germinant 

 embryo/seed viability 

animal interaction 

Species name in BLACK 
are incomplete. 

Species names with * 
indicate an introduced 
species. 



 

COMPARE IMAGES PAGE 

Click which category of 
image you wish to 
compare (plant, flower, 
fruit, seed or all). 

Select species to 
compare by clicking as 
many species name as 
you like or you can 
select compare all. 



 

COMPARE IMAGES PAGE 

Allows you to control 
number of columns 
displayed across the 
window. 

Click on this icon to 
display or hide 
thumbnail images 
below the larger image.   

Click on a thumbnail to 
replace the larger image 
above. 

Click on the larger image 

to enter slideshow mode. 



  

SPECIES INFORMATION PAGE 

Click on these arrows to 
move to the previous or 
next species in the 
genus.  

Click on this tab to 
display all images for 
this species. 

Click on any of these 
images to enter 
slideshow mode. 

Etymology – derivation 
of the species name. 

Distribution and status 
– where the species is 
found in Australia, 
South Australia and 
regions, its habitat and 
how wide spread it is 
(status). 

Plant description – 
simple description of 
the species including 
flowering time, seed 
description and embryo 
types. 

Seed collection and 
propagation – when 
and how to collect, 
clean and store seeds 
and possible method 
for germinate. 



 

SEARCH BY SPECIES PAGE 

Allow you to display 
species with a certain 
ratings by clicking one 
or more icons. It is the 
lowest rating across its 
distribution within IBRA 
regions. 
LC – least concern 
NT – near threatened 
RA – rare 
VU – vulnerable 
EN – endangered 
CR – critically 
endangered 
RE – extinct 
NE – not evaluated 
NA – naturalised 
Threatened – all species 
in RA, VU, EN, CR & RE 
All – all native and 
naturalised species.  

Click a LETTER or first 
two letters to scroll 
down to the species 
beginning with that 
letter. 

Use this icon next to 
each letter to return to 
the top of the screen. 

The colour next to each 
species reflects the best 
SA IBRA rating for that 
species. White means 
not assessed and pink 
indicates weeds. 

  

Click a species name to 
open the information 
page containing all the 
information about that 
species. 

Species name in BLACK 
are incomplete. 

Species names with * 
indicate an introduced 
species. 



SEARCH BY FAMILY PAGE 

Click a LETTER to scroll 
down to the Families 
beginning with that 
letter. 

Click a FAMILY name to 
open a list of all the 
species in that Family. 

Controls the display of 
thumbnail sized images 
within the categories 
(plant, flower, fruit, 
seed) for all species 
within this FAMILY. You 
may then visually 
browse them. 

 

Use this icon next to 
each letter to return to 
the top of the screen. 



 

 

MONTAGE PAGE 

Click a LETTER to scroll 
down to the FAMILIES 
beginning with that 
letter. 

Click the image 
category of the desired 
montage. 

Click a FAMILY name 
after selecting an image 
category to display the 
montage of thumbnails 
for that Family. 

FAMILY not highlighted 
in yellow and have 0 
next to them, do not 
have images in the 
selected category but 
may have images in 
other categories. 

Use this icon next to 
each letter to return to 
the top of the screen. 

Click MONTAGE again 
or OFF to go back to the 
FAMILY search page. 



 

MONTAGE PAGE 

Click an image to 
display the species 
name. Click again to 
open that species 
information page. 

Click the top left quadrant 

to toggle all species names. 



 

 

SEARCH BY COMMON NAME PAGE 
Type the leading letter 
of a COMMON NAME 
or any word within it 
and the species 
matching those letters 
will be displayed. Two 
words may be searched 
for (e.g. ‘lily p’).  
To search for substrings, 
add a leading asterisk 
(*) to the word (e.g.  
‘*bush’). 

Click a LETTER to scroll 
down to the COMMON 
NAMES beginning with 
that letter. They are 
listed alphabetically 
starting with the last 
name of the common 
name (e.g. Swamp Gum 
will be under Gum, 
Swamp). Longer names 
will normally be listed 
under the last word, 
and the second to last 
word. (e.g. ‘Daisy, 
Trailing African’ and 
‘African Daisy, Trailing’). 

Click a COMMON 
NAME to open the 
matching species 
information page. 

COMMON NAME not in 
bold indicates the 
species information 
page lacks images and 
other information. 

Use this icon next to 
each letter to return to 
the top of the screen. 



 

SEARCH BY SYNONYMS PAGE 

Search by genus name, 
species name or both 
and any genus and/or 
species matching those 
word will be displayed. 
You can type the full 
name or part of a name.   

Click a LETTER or first 
two letters to scroll 
down to the 
SYNONYMS beginning 
with that letter. 

Use this icon next to 
each letter to return to 
the top of the screen. 

Name in PURPLE with 
the S in front is the 
synonym and below it 
in green is the current 
species name. 

The species name in 
BLACK is incomplete.  

Species names in 
GREEN with a coloured 
box in front are current 
species names and can 
be clicked to open the 
matching information 
page. 

The colour of the map 
icon reflects the best SA 
IBRA rating for that 
species. White means 
not assessed and pink 
indicates weeds. 

  



 

 

SEARCH BY REGIONS PAGE 

Herbarium Regions – 
Restricts species to only 
those found within one 
of the 13 regions 
defined by the State 
Herbarium of South 
Australia. 

 

IBRA (Biogeographic 
Regionalisation for 
Australia) Regions – 
Lists native species 
which have had their 
conservation status 
accessed, primarily in 
2004. Newly created 
native species names 
may not have this data. 
The map is based on the 
bioregions and 
subregions published by 
Thackway and Cresswell 
1995. 

 

These are Specific 
Regions identified as 
part of a funded project 
and contain only 
species found in that 
region. 



 

SEARCH BY HERBARIUM REGION PAGE 

Click a region to open a 
search page for that 
region. Only species 
found in that region will 
be shown. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SEARCH BY IBRA REGION PAGE 
Search either by the 17 
bioregions (in green) or 
by the subregions (in 
black). Only species 
found in that region will 
be shown. 

Display species with the 
selected rating(s), 
within selected IBRA 
region(s). Click one or 
more rating buttons. It 
is the applied rating 
within selected IBRA 
region(s). 
LC – least concern 
NT – near threatened 
RA – rare 
VU – vulnerable 
EN – endangered 
CR – critically 
endangered 
RE – extinct 
NE – not evaluated 
NA – naturalised 
Threatened – all species 
in RA, VU, EN, CR & RE 
All – all native species. 

Moving the cursor over 
a region/subregion 
button will highlight it 
in white.  
You may also click the 
region on the map. 
 

 
 
When you select a 
region (by clicking a 
button or clicking a 
previously clicked area 
on a map) that area will 
be highlighted in black. 

 
 
Multiple bioregions 
and/or subregions may 
be selected. 



 

SEARCH BY ART PAGE 

Information about the 
artist Kath Alcock and 
how this page came 
about. 

 

Click this to browse 
Kath Alcock’s paintings 
from her named books. 

 

Click to view Kath 
Alcock’s paintings for a 
particular species. 

 


